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2. LEARNING OUTCOMES

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Possibilities of understanding the scientific cultures
Possibilities of understanding the reasoning of social sciences and disciplines
Possibilities of understanding how social sciences contribute in the functioning and changing of
modern societies.
To cultivate the critical and synthetic thought

Working in situated systems of interdisciplinary interactions
Respect the basic democratic values, equality and difference
Development of the deductive and the inductive thought

Development of the critical thought and reflexivity

3. COURSE CONTENT

organized in three steps. Firstly, it examines the history of the constitution and the contribution of
the social sciences in the scientific culture of modern societies — focusing on the factors that affect
not only the modalities of those sciences, but also their evolution. Secondly, it analyzes the
penetrating logics of the reasoning about the enacted practices and the enacting ideas and
strategies. Thirdly, it examines the different answers on the question of the objectivity of social
sciences.
Planning of lectures
Part |
1. Introduction
- Sciences and epistemologies
2. Universities and scientific groups
- -The development of the Universities
- Scientific communities or scientific fields?
3. Sciences, disciplines, interdisciplinary
- Social sciences and the values of the modern societies
Part Il Theories and methodologies in social sciences
4. The analytical categories of the social object
- Historical and systematic models
5. Structures and agencies
- Time and forms of explanation
6. Historicity and reflexivity
- Forms of reflexivity
7. Conceptual change In social sciences (1)
- From social classes to identities
8. Conceptual change In social sciences (2
- Elites and collective action
Part Ill The question of objectivity
9. Knowledge and ideology
10. Standpoint’s theories
11. Sociological theory of cognition
12. Double historisation

13. Conclusions
- Social sciences and ideology
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