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2. LEARNING OUTCOMES

- literature review
- research design

- critical juxtaposition of research findings validating a theoretical paradigm

COURSE OBJECTIVES

- search, analysis and synthesis of data
- autonomous work

- production of new research ideas
- respect in diversity and multi-cultural aspects of human development
- ethics in research

- critical thinking

3. COURSE CONTENT

B21: Symbolic Systems

The content of the course refers to the main considerations of relations between
symbol/symbolic competence and society. It focuses on theories created from the
beginning of 20" century up to the first decade after the 2" World War, mainly in the
epistemological frames of the so-called "French School of Anthropology".

The lectures/seminars will refer to the following topics:

a) Conceptions of world, formation and classification of knowledge and experience
(Emile Durkheim, Mary Douglas)

b) Symbolic dimensions of material reality. The concept of "total human being" and
"total social fact" (Marcel Mauss)

¢) The reality and its mnemonic representations (Maurice Halbwachs)

d) The mind and the symbolic order (Claude Levi-Strauss)

B22: Symbol theories and symbolical competence

The course will examine the two major sociological theories linking the social
formations and transformations with its trips, inherent in the human species, symbolic
ability. These are theories that borrow some common elements from the development
of sociology, social anthropology, and psychoanalysis, but differ in the level of their
internal, conceptual organization. On the one hand, having the central concept of the




habitus, they accept the sociogenetic determinations of anthropology - that is, the
relations between the changes of symbolic capacity and the formation of the
emotional structures. On the other hand, their differentiation results from the level at
which they place the point of view of their conceptual construction. These are the
theories formulated by Norbert Elias and Pierre Bourdieu. The first puts his research
into a macro-sociological dimension, focusing on sociogenic processes and
formulating a general symbol theory. The second puts his research into a
structurogenetic dimension, focusing on the processes of accumulation of symbolic
capital and the transformation of domination. With the above logic, the course
focuses on the critical and comparative study of the two theories and is divided into
S1X parts

Plan of course

1. Introduction: The genesis of the symbol and symbolic thought
- Linguistic and cultural anthropology
- Sociology and psychoanalysis
- The category of time

2. Social differentiation and social habitus
- Interdependences and social configurations
- Differentiations and forms of symbolic control
- Civilization’s procedures

3. Symbolic capital and domination
- Social structures and categories of thought
- Habitus
- Forms of capital and domination

4. Socio-genetic procedures of the symbolic competence
- Sciences
- Arts
- The symbol theory

5. Structure-genetic procedures of the symbolic competence
- Cultural fields (sciences, law, arts)
- Sociological field and reflexivity

6. On the autonomy of the cultural creativity

B23: Development of symbolic thinking

From a developmental perspective, we will discuss the contribution of Freud
(psychodynamics), Piaget (genetic epistemology) and Vygotsky (socio-cultural
approach) in understanding of symbolic thinking and genesis of the person. In
contrast with these theories, which are related to initial absence of self-other
discrimination, we will discuss the theory of innate inter-subjectivity, through
research carried out by Trevarthen and Stern who assume that a cultural other’s
representation exists already at birth.

In the context of the above-mentioned approach, we will discuss the following
issues:

- self-other discrimination and neonatal imitation
- symbolic thinking: from direct inter-sensory perception to symbolic representation
- empathy and theory of mind




- symbolic systems (language, number, musicality, child drawings, symbolic play and
other symbolic functions in children)

- self-conscious (self-referential) emotions, cultural self-schemas and autobiographic
memory.

4. TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

TEACHING METHOD | Face to face lectures

USE OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES | Yeg (e.g. in teaching and communication with

students)
COURSE STRUCTURE ACTIVITIES SEMESTER WORKLOAD

B21

Introductory courses 20
Presentations 20
Final essay 40
Total 80
B22

Introductory courses 20
Presentations 20
Final essay 20
Written exams 20
Total 80
B23

Introductory courses 20
Presentations 20
Final essay 30
Written exams 20
Total 90
Total sum of the unit 250

ASSESSMENT METHOD

B21: Presentation of the essay (20%), final written
essay (80%).

B22: Essay (70%)
Written exams (30%)

B23: Essay (70%)
Written exams (30%)
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